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WATER QUALITY REPORT 2021

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR THE SPANISH-SPEAKING POPULATION

Este informe contiene informacion muy importante sobre la calidad del agua potable que usted consume. Por
favor traduzcalo, ohable con alguien que lo entienda bien y pueda explicarle.

IS OUR WATER SAFE?

This brochure is a quick look of the quality of the drinking water that we provided  last year.  Included as part of
this report are details about where the water that you drink comes from, what it contains, and how it compares to the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and Indiana standards.  So when you drink Edgewood water, rest assured that you
are drinking clean, quality water that meets and exceeds all federal and state standards for safe drinking water.

WHAT IS THE SOURCE OF OUR WATER?

The Edgewood Water Department is mandated by the E.P.A. to make a yearly report to its customers on Water
Quality.  The Water Plant is located at 526 Winding Way.  The water is obtained from an aquifer about 300 feet deep.  The
water from the wells is pumped under  pressure through filters containing anthracite and green sand to remove iron and
manganese.  The water is treated with chlorine to protect from coliform bacteria.  Sodium Fluoride is added to promote
strong teeth.  The water is tested on a daily, weekly, monthly and annual basis as mandated by State and Federal
regulations.  All tests are performed by both on site licensed employees and USEPA certified laboratories as required by
law. The Edgewood Water Department pumps approximately 160,000 gallons per day through about 16 miles of pipe.

DO I NEED TO TAKE SPECIAL PRECAUTIONS?

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population.
Immuno-compromised people,  such as people with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, people who have undergone organ
transplant, people with HIV/AIDS or other kind of immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly
at risk from infections.  These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health care providers.  EPA has set
guidelines and appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants
which are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline at (800) 426-4791.

WHY ARE THERE CONTAMINANTS IN MY DRINKING WATER?

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some
contaminants.  The presence of these contaminants does not necessarily indicate the water poses a health risk or that it is
not suitable for drinking.  More information about contaminants and their potential health effects can be obtained by calling
the EPA’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline at (800) 426-4791.

The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs,
springs and wells.  As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally-occurring
minerals and, in some cases, radioactive material, or can pick up substances resulting from the presence of animals or from
human activity.

Contaminants that may be present in the raw, untreated water may include:
● Microbial Contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic

systems, agricultural livestock operations and wildlife.
● Inorganic Contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally-occurring, or the result from urban

stormwater runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, and mining or farming
operations.

● Pesticides and Herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources, such as agriculture, stormwater runoff and
residential uses.



● Organic Chemical Contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products of
industrial processes and petroleum production operations, and can also result from gas stations, urban stormwater
runoff, and septic systems.

● Radioactive Contaminants, which can be naturally-occurring or the result of oil and gas production and mining
activities.

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, the EPA prescribes regulations that limit the amount of certain
contaminants that may be present in the water provided by public drinking water systems.  We are required to treat our
water according to EPA’s regulations.  Moreover, FDA regulations establish limits for contaminants that may be present in
bottled water, which must provide the same level of health protection for public health.

Water Quality Data

The table below lists all the contaminants that we detected during the 2015 calendar year.  The presence of these
contaminants in the water does not necessarily indicate that the water poses a health risk.  Unless otherwise indicated, the
data presented in this table is from testing done during the 2015 calendar year. The Indiana Department of Environmental
Management (IDEM) requires us to monitor for certain contaminants at a frequency less than once per year because the
concentrations of these contaminants are not expected to vary significantly from one year to another.  Some of the data,
though representative of the water quality, may however be more than one year old.

Some of the terms and abbreviations used in this report are:

MCL: Maximum Contaminant Level, the highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water.
MCLG: Maximum Contaminant Level Goal, the level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no

known or expected risk to health.
MRDL: Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level, the highest level of disinfectant allowed in drinking water.
MRDLG: Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal, the level of drinking water disinfectant below which there

is no known or expected risk to health.
AL: Action Level, the concentration of a contaminant which, when exceeded, triggers treatment or other

requirements or action which a system must follow.
Ppm: parts per million, a measure for concentration equivalent to milligrams per liter.
Ppb: parts per billion, a measure for concentration equivalent to micrograms per liter.
PCi/L: picocuries per liter, a measure for radiation.
N/a: either not available or not applicable.

Contaminants Detected
2018 & 2019

Inorganic Chemicals

Date Contaminant MCL MCLG Units Result Min Max AboveAL
# Repeats

Violates Likely Sources

2021 Barium 2 2 Mg/L 0.22 0.22 0.22 0 No Discharge of drilling wastes;
discharge from metal
refineries; erosion of natural
deposits

2021 Fluoride 4 1 mg/L .95 .8 1.2 0 No Erosion of natural deposits;
Water additive which promotes
strong teeth; Discharge from
fertilizer and aluminum
factories

2021 Sodium N/A N/A mg/L 15.4 15.4 15.4 0 No Erosion of natural deposits

Microbiological Contaminants

Date Contaminant MCL MCLG Units Result Min Max AboveAL
# Repeats

Violates Likely Sources

2021 Total
Coliform

5% 0 % 0 0 0 0 No Naturally present in the
environment
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Bacteria No
Detects

Disinfection Byproducts & Precursors

Date Contaminant MCL MCLG Unit
s

Resul
t

Min Max AboveAL #
Repeats

Violates Likely Sources

2021 Chlorine
Residual

4(MRDL) 4(MRDLG) ppm .43 .30 .72 0 No Water additive to control
microbes

2021 Total
Trihalomethanes

(TTHM)

80 No Goal
For The

Total

ppb <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 0 No By-product of drinking water
chlorination

2021 Haloacetic Acids
(HAA5)

60 No Goal
For The

Total

ppb 4.6 4.6 4.6 0 No By-product of drinking water
chlorination

Radioactive Contaminants

Date Contaminant MCL MCLG Units Min Max Results AboveAL
# Repeats

Violates Likely Sources

2021 Gross Alpha 15 0 pCi/L 2.2 2.2 2.2 0 No Decay of natural and
man-made deposits

2021 Gross Beta --- 0 pCi/l 2.7 2.7 2.7 0 No Erosion of natural deposits

2021 Radium-226 3 0 pCi/L <0.35 <0.35 <0.35 0 No Erosion of natural deposits

2021 Radium-228 -- 0 pCi/l 0.72 0.72 0.72 0 No Erosion of natural deposits

2021 Combined
Radium-Calc

5 0 pCi/L 0.93 0.93 0.93 0 No Decay of natural and
man-made deposits

Lead & Copper

Date Contaminant MCL MCLG Units Ave. 90th% Max AboveAL #
Repeats

Violates Likely Sources

2021 Copper 1.3 (AL) 1.3 ppm 0.15 0.25 0.35 0 No Erosion of natural deposits;
Leaching from wood
preservatives; Corrosion of
household plumbing systems

2021 Lead 15 (AL) 0 ppb 1.23 3.4 5.0 0 No Erosion of natural deposits;
Corrosion of household
plumbing systems

Our Watershed Protection Efforts

Our water system is working with the community to increase awareness of better waste disposal practices to
further protect the sources of our drinking water.  We are also working with other agencies and with local watershed groups
to educate the community on ways to keep our water safe.

Public Involvement Opportunities

Please call our office if you have questions.  If you wish to participate in decisions that may affect water quality,
the regularly scheduled board meetings are held every third Monday of each  month at 5:00 p.m. at the Edgewood Town
Hall, 3405 Nichol Avenue, Anderson, IN 46011.  We ask that all our customers help us protect our water sources, which is
the heart of our community , our way of life, and our children’s future.

Lead in Drinking Water
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If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young children.
Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and components associated with service lines and home plumbing.  The
Edgewood Water Department is responsible for providing high quality drinking water, but cannot control the variety of
materials used in plumbing components.  When your water has been sitting for several hours, you can minimize the
potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for drinking or cooking.  If
you are concerned about lead in your water, you may wish to have your water tested.  Information on lead in drinking
water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at
http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.

For more information, please contact Tom Brewer, Superintendant, Edgewood Water Dept. at 298-6074 or write to 3405
Nichol Avenue, Anderson, IN  46011.

Please share this information with all other people who drink this water, especially those who may not have received this
notice directly (for example, people in apartments, nursing homes, schools, and businesses).  You can do this by posting this
notice in a public notice in a public place or distributing copies by hand or mail.

This notice is being sent to you by the Edgewood Water Department PWSID# IN5248006

Wellhead Protection

Wellhead Protection is a program focused on protecting drinking water from potential contamination.  Protection of
groundwater (e.g., aquifers) is critical as it supplies drinking water to the majority of Indiana residents.  It is also important
to understand that a sound pollution prevention strategy is far more effective and less expensive than remediating or
replacing a contaminated water source.  Public support depends on public awareness, so citizens need to know that many
routine activities can affect water quality.  Through cooperation between the citizens in the community, local businesses and
the water utility, a collective approach will lead to a dependable water supply for current and future generations.
Protect The Drinking Water Supply – Here are some actions you can take to get involved:

● Learn about groundwater and your water source.

● Participate in watershed clean-up activities.

● Limit your use of chemicals, fertilizers, pesticides, and other hazardous products.  Buy only what you need,

reducing the amount to be later discarded.  Be sure to follow label directions.

● Recycle used oil, automotive fluids, batteries and other chemical products.  Do not dispose of these hazardous

products in toilets, storm drains, wastewater systems, creeks, alleys or the ground.  These actions pollute the

water supply.

● Check your car, boat, motorcycle and other machinery for leaks and spills.  Collect leaks with a drip pan until

repairs can be made.  Clean up spills by absorbing the spill.  Do not rinse with water or allow it to soak into the

ground.

● If you have a septic system, have it inspected and serviced every three years.

● Plug abandoned wells on your property as these old wells provide a direct route for surface contamination to

reach ground water supplies.  Contact a licensed well driller for assistance.

● Keep in mind that groundwater aquifers collect and store rainwater and snowmelt that soaks into the ground.

Where You Can Get More Information about the Quality of Your Drinking Water and Wellhead Protection – These
sources have helpful information available:

● Madison County Recycling Center can tell you where you can recycle used automotive fluids and other hazardous

chemicals - http://www.madisoncty.com/Recycling_Information.pdf

● IDEM Wellhead Protection Program - https://www.in.gov/idem/cleanwater/2456.htm

● EPA Basin information about lead in drinking water –

http://www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-water/basic-information-about-lead-drinking-water

● EPA Safe Drinking Water Hotline website –

https://www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-water/safe-drinking-water-hotline/
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